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important biologically, and this in the direction of Vitalism. We shall see that even the biologists, setting out from a philosophy of nature of the Schelling-Hegel school, became important in relation to Vitalism. Schelling and Hegel themselves have not got this importance and do not aspire to it, for as we have said they expound but do not explain. With reference to the doctrine of real organic becoming and its laws Schelling is anything but clear; he rather shows a continual hesitation between vitalistic and teleological-mechanical views, though with an inclination to the latter.1 Hegel, too, when he describes life as a continuous fight against elementary forces of objectivity,2 has indications of a Vitalism, but nothing complete.
Nature-philosophy coincides on purely scientific grounds with the creation of the conception of what is called " type," which forms the basis of a strictly systematic classification of living beings. But we cannot here follow more closely the history of biological systematics in so far as it is occupied only with a realistic analysis of type^, or in other words, in the creation of a system. Further, we may refer the reader to the history of the theories of biology by Em. Radl, as well as the later essays of Rudolph Burckhardt. The investigator of types becomes of importance to us only when treating the problem of the law by which the type is realised for the time being in the individual, or how
1 See his works :   C. Weiss, vol. ii. p. 281 ff., and Metzger's valuable essays " Schelling and the Fundamental Problems of Biology"  (Archiv /.   Gesch.   d.   Naturw.   2,  1910),  and   " The. Epochs of Schelling's Philosophy, 1795-1802," Heidelberg, 1911.
2 Kleine Logik, ed. Bolland, p. 288 ; cf pp. 229, 268, etc.